MEN OF POWER
Another ancestor, Rev. Samuel Moody, used to flay
the sins of his Maine parishioners with such vehemence
that one or more of them would rise and start to leave
the church, whereupon he would cry out, "Come back,
you gracdess sinner, come back!" When he learned
that some of them were venturing into alehouses on
Saturday nights, he went in after them, dragged them
out by their collars, and sent them to their homes with
admonitions that burned their ears,
Emerson's grandfather, Rev. William Emerson I,
minister at Concord, fired the spirits of the minute men
during the Revolution by his fervent preaching of the
rights of the colonists to their liberty. From his own
doorstep he witnessed the famous battle at Concord
Bridge in 1775. His parishioners had difficulty re-
straining him from an active part in that fateful skir-
mish. Less than two years later he died of camp fever
at Ticonderoga, where he had gone to serve as chap-
lain to the troops in whose cause he believed so whole-
heartedly.
Emerson's Father. The flame of these ardent advo-
cates of righteousness and liberty burned in Emerson's
father, William Emerson II. A graduate of Harvard
(1789), he entered the ministry at twenty-three. His
first pastorate was of the Unitarian church in the vil-
lage of Harvard at a salary of but $333.30 a year, a
pittance that grew even smaller in purchasing power as
the value of the currency of those times depreciated.
Barely able to keep alive, he resohred tbat he must not
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